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maintain a regular establishment of the Silladar Cavalry,
similar to the Mysore Horse. After some negotiation the
Nizam consented generally to the plan, but as he objected
to all those parts of it by which alone the efficiency of the services,
establishment would have been insured, the proposal was
necessarily abandoned; since, without some satisfactory
arrangement for the regular payment of the troops, they
would not have been at all superior to any other party of
horse in the Nizam's service.

As may be supposed, the whole system of the Nizam's
military establishment was defective. The only way in
which our influence could be usefully exerted was in
keeping their numbers complete, in getting them more
regularly paid, and in suggesting plans for their disposi-
tion and employment.

The irregular infantry were fit for nothing better than
the duty of sebundies, nor could anything better be ex-
pected of men whose nominal pay was five rupees a month,
and that paid irregularly.

The two regular battalions belonging to Salabut Khan
were very respectable corps. They were commanded by
an Englishman of the name of Drew, who had a few other
Englishmen employed as officers under him. The men
were dressed like our Sepoys, and armed with our mus-
kets, and, what was of much greater importance, they were
regularly paid.

The Nizam's own establishment of regular infantry
was to us the most important part of his whole army. It
consisted of six battalions, nominally of 800 men each,
divided into two brigades, each brigade commanded by
a European officer called a Major, with a European
Adjutant to each battalion. The men were dressed and
armed like our Sepoys, and their establishment of native
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